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Youth are the cornerstone of progress and developmentin any society. Rising nations
are the ones that invest in the youth, prepare and empower them and utilize their
capabilities because they are the most precious asset of nations, a resource that

never ends, and they are the engine of growth, development and progress in any

nation.

His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan

President of the UAE
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The launch of the Abu Dhabi Integrated
Strategy to Combat Addiction (2022-2024),
reflects our efforts to assume our national
responsibility in dealing with society's
problems and challenges. Addictionis perhaps
one of the most serious problems that
requires cooperation of relevant authorities.
This strategy is the product of efforts of our
strategic partnersinlocal and federal entities,
the private sector, and the third sector, who
share our commitment to handling any
challenges, obstacles or social issues. Our
strategy does not only deal with the problem
directly; it also seeks to eradicate it from its
roots throughearly identification, prevention,
treatment and rehabilitation family and
societal reintegration. The strategy’s theme
‘A Community Safe from Addiction’ is our
national message, our societal goal, and our
duty to protect our youth and community
from the repercussions of this destructive
behavior.

The Department of Community Development
in Abu Dhabi and its partners is fully aware of
the magnitude of this task, and it mobilizes all
efforts to work diligently and define the roles
of all parties involved in this national duty.
We have a team that is capable of performing
this duty with high efficiency and effective
institutional performance, so that we give
back to our country and our leaders who are
exerting all efforts to make us happy.

H.E. Dr. Mugheer Khamis Al Khaili
Chairman of the Department of Community
Development

Olosyl d=38181 d LolSill dumasl iVl GM | o]
ke Lvoy> Sy (2024 - 2022) (ool 8)lo] §
@izl JSlina ol dyibogll lidoduno J-Bx5
olosyl duad J=lg . dalisdl olasil dg>lgog
2Sbas J) zlizs sl edlasll ozl o 2
oda cols dJi) dlall wld wle=dl o 390l
LS dalzdl olshyl oia zls o deliiwl
Ay ddsdl wle=dl o Gzl
¢ WesH iy ool edWly olxdl glhasllg
Auzaize Llas of wluse of ol s dezlgo
Leils s> (§ Al 2Ms 1o ¥ Lzl iawlg
48Vl oia Jlatiwl Ju do88 jilao JS i
o Leio l8olls Sl ca iUl joe Laygiz o
0o JSJ zaizdly ¥l 2ol 83le] a3 20l
bl )l oS Lid gog ¢ LeSTri ($ 899
b oll Lidlw) oo «ylodVl o ol gaixor
Lol Glax) il Liuzlyg dosaidl Lileg

oM ol_wdl s wlaclyi g Lizaizog

ol slSpadly ool (§ il dpois 8,515 o
e 285 Il dagll 0ia pzoy WlaYl e Jle
J—aszl) 39 el g o> o9 pi dJig pplals
d gz JSI a1 )lea¥l agasig (uatslly Lol
Lisly 4wl aocmig - s bogll cazloll lica (§ dglzio
8elaSy Lzl liia <lsl Jle 8)3L38 )3lg S ¢l Lo
O 08-S0 =S WJLES quwdo sholy L le
ade JLe JS podin gl dsldg a Ll ligy
oboll 1ied Jeeecnll 35 o Uipgs Log sl

Radzd| diads 851> sy

@bg.;i Blo] ($ ploaYl dxdlS] dholSall duzashindl | o4
Abu Dhabi Integrated Strategy to Combat Addiction









About the strategy
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The Vision
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A community safe from addiction
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To raise awareness and educate people about the issue of addiction and

reintegrate recovering individuals in their families and the society.
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The Department of Community Development
launched the Abu Dhabi Integrated Strategy
to Combat Addiction (2022-2024) to protect
community members from the abuse of
narcotic substances of all kinds by building
an integrated system in cooperation with
relevant authorities in the emirate and
the country in general. This will protect
community members, especially young
people, from drug abuse through early
identification of drug abuse cases before
they develop into addiction. The strategy will
also develop mechanisms for reintegrating
recovered patients into society through
aftercare services to ensure a sustainable
recovery and reduce the social stigma

associated with cases of drug abuse.
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Ensure that drugs are supplied only through authorized dealers, more
active border controls, and elimination of illegal drug distribution

networks

Conduct awareness and prevention campaigns, while adopting a

proactive intervention policy

Facilitate treatment and rehabilitation

Social reintegration of victims







Activating the Strategy
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The strategy includes a number of initiatives such as raising awareness for all members of
society by launching media campaigns to enhance awareness about drug dangers, changing
the societal culture about addiction and understanding its nature to provide support from
the family and the society, and launching a comprehensive social media awareness campaign
targeting parents and workers in the relevant sectors such as the health, education, social

and security sectors to focus on introducing protection factors from the risks of drug abuse.

The taskforces will also activate an awareness and prevention program in all school curricula
in Abu Dhabi, in addition to activating primary healthcare services in cooperation with the
health sector by defining the scope of services the level of the care model and developing

plans to activate services in primary healthcare centers.
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The taskforce responsible for supply reduction includes representatives from the Department
of Community Development, the Ministry of Interior, Abu Dhabi Police, Abu Dhabi Customs,
National Rehabilitation Center, and Health and Judicial Departments. Through its existing
efforts they will | establish regional and international alliances to share information related to
drug distribution and related matters, enhance the ability to target and inspect cargo shipments

at Abu Dhabi's ports, and develop an integrated program to enhance competency to inspect

goods
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The prevention pillar taskforce will include members from DCD, the Ministry of Interior, Ministry
of Education, Department of Education and Knowledge, Department of Health, Abu Dhabi Police,
National Rehabilitation Center, Family Development Foundation, Early Childhood Authority,
Abu Dhabi Media Company, Abu Dhabi Center for Public Health, and Family Care Authority. The
pillar taskforce will implement a set of initiatives, including integration of an awareness program
into school curricula in Abu Dhabi, launching innovative preventive programs based on modern
technology and targeting the youth, launching a program to support drug control among the
youth based on the current program at the National Rehabilitation Center, launching a social
media campaign to encourage a healthy drug-free lifestyle, preparing adapted early childhood
programs to align with the needs of families with high risk rates associated with addiction, and

implementing community programs to educate social segments about drug-related harms.
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Includes Department of Community Development, Ministry of Education, Departments of
Health, Education and Knowledge, Abu Dhabi Police, Abu Dhabi Public Health Center, National
Rehabilitation Center, Abu Dhabi Health Services Company, Family Development Foundation,
and the private sector. The taskforce will develop effective mechanisms to implement
examination, follow-up and referral procedures for treatment, launch multi-channel platforms
providing information on drug-related problems (including a self-diagnostic tool and treatment
recommendations), enable specialists to early identify and implement intervention of high
risk addiction cases, define the scope of healthcare services and activate addiction treatment
programs in private and public primary healthcare centers, create a structured procedure for
referring patients for treatment, implement programs to combat drug abuse when leaving
prisons, juvenile care centers and rehabilitation centers; invite the private sector to provide
addiction treatment services, provide integrated capabilities for in-hospital treatment for
women and minors, and implement a mixed treatment model that includes treating prisoners

inside and outside prisons.
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e includes the Department of Community Development; Ministry of Education; Departments
of Culture and Tourism, and Education and Knowledge; National Rehabilitation Center;
Human Resources Authority; Abu Dhabi Media Company; Emirates Foundation for Youth
Development; Abu Dhabi Sports Council, Abu Dhabi Center for Technical and Vocational
Education and Training; Abu Dhabi Public Health Center; Family Care Authority, the private

sector, and associations.

* The main tasks of the taskforce includes developing a comprehensive model for community
reintegration to support individuals recovering from addiction, activating the role of social
institutions and public benefit associations concerned with combating addiction, developing
programs for art and musical therapy for recovering individuals, providing sports programs
recovering individuals, spreading a societal culture around addiction based on scientific
foundations, and developing programs that focus on specialists and professionals who are

not healthcare workers and who deal with addicts.
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The pillar includes representatives of DCD, Ministry of Interior, Abu Dhabi Crown Prince’s Court,
Abu Dhabi Police, Department of Health, Judicial Department, the National Rehabilitation

Center, and Family Care Authority. Its primary tasks include:

e ensuring patient confidentiality

* implementing an integrated case management system

* setting procedures for recording and monitoring risk factors in early stages to provide
appropriate interventions and limit the initiation of abuse

« creating a committee specialized in matters of abuse and addiction.
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